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The Glendale Union High School District does not discrimi-

nate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or 

disability.  

El Glendale Union High School District no discrimina a raza, 

color, nacionalidad, genero, edad, o habilidad diferenciada. 

 

 

 

 Happy Holidays from Independence High School! 
As we enter the holiday season I am reminded of how important it is that 
we have family to share our lives with.  I am thankful for the wonderful fam-
ily that is Independence High School.  We band together to celebrate the 
good times and to help each other through the more difficult times.  I see 
caring and compassion, direction and guidance, friendship and trust, and 
sometimes a little tough love.  We take care of each other.  Like a family. 
 As the holidays come and go, we look forward to the possibilities 
that come with each new year.  A fresh semester and the chance to set 
new goals.  Challenge yourself this year to just be better.  Be better at 
work, better at school, better at friendships, better at keeping that New 
Year’s resolution, better at staying out of the gossip, better at keeping up 

with your assignments, and better at just being nice to people.  Our world is full of struggle and strife, 
but if we all commit to being just a little better while we are in it, we can make a difference.  A good 
one.   
 Be with your loved ones this holiday season.  Celebrate, enjoy, EAT!  Let’s take 2014 head on 
and with a great attitude!  We will make wonderful things happen. Together. 
 
Sincerely, 
Rob Ambrose 

BELOW ARE THE IMPORTANT DATES TO 
REMEMBER FOR THE UPCOMING SCHOOL 
YEAR.  MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 

 

December 23-January 3—Winter  

Recess 

January 6 - No Students,  

January 20—MLK day 

February 17—Presidents 

Day (No School) 

March 17-21—Spring Break 

May 26—Memorial Day  

(No School) 
Please visit the school website for Sports Schedules. 

http://independence.guhsdaz.org 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Check out the 
calendar of up-
coming events 
for the school 
year, including 
days off for stu-
dents and parent 
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YEARBOOK 
Big 
changes 
are com-
ing to the 
yearbook!  
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WRESTLING 
Rebuilding 
the wres-
tling pro-
gram 
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BASKETBALL 
Student named 
one of Arizona 
Preps top 10 
basketball play-
ers in the class 
of 2015 
P2 

Make sure you check your students 
grades using the Parent Portal 
 
To create an account: 

 Log on to http://
portalreg.guhsdaz.org 

 Enter the information and 
follow instructions to create 
your username and password 

To log in: 

 Log on to http://
mystudent.guhsdaz.org 

 Enter username and password 

A Proud Member of the Glendale Union High School District  

ECAP MEETINGs 
Call your 
students 
counselor to 
help plan 
your students 
schedule  
P3 

NJROTC 
Students in 
the ROTC 
program 
start the 
year off in 
competitions 
P3 



Every year, over 2,000 student athletes from 
eighth grade through community college level 
participate in the Team of Physicians for Students 
(TOPS) sports screenings. This year the date for 
Independence High School is Saturday, March 
29, 2014, at Sunnyslope High 
School.  Transportation from Independence High 
School will be arranged, so please remain alert 
for future announcements. Please note that If a 
student does not take the bus from Independ-
ence High School, they cannot get an exam 
until 3:00pm. There will be no walk in students 

allowed before 3:00pm.  

FREE PHYSICALS @ SUNNYSLOPE 
BY VICTORIA BELLAMY, ATHLETIC SECRETARY  

BASKETBALL 
BY MATT MARAGH, BASKETBALL  

COACH  

FINANCIAL AIDE NIGHT 
BY TERRY STARR, CAREER CENTER  

DIRECTOR 

It is almost time for Seniors who are headed to a 
post high school program to begin filling out finan-
cial aid paperwork.   The Career Center will be 
hosting an instructional line-by-line meeting on 
January 21, at 7:00 p.m.  Financial aid experts will 
be there to explain the process to parents & stu-
dents. There will be 2 sessions-one in English and 
one in Spanish. FAFSA is the official federal form 
used for determining the amount of financial aid 
you may be eligible for. You may begin filing FAF-
SA online on January 1 after midnight. Financial 
aid comes in the form of grants (which you do not 
pay back) and loans (which you do pay back). This 
form is filled out only online at 
www.FAFSA.ed.gov.  There are no fees for this 
application.  However, if you use www.fafsa.com 
you will owe several hundreds of dollars.  Make 
sure you are entering information on the 
“ed.gov” site. 

Your first step is to get pin numbers.  Both the stu-
dent and a parent will each need one.  You use 
these pin numbers to electronically sign FAF-
SA.  Both the student and parent will need social 
security numbers and an email address to get a 
pin number. Save these numbers as you will use 
these same numbers every year you are in college 
and filing financial aid paperwork. You will need to 
gather financial records before you start your FAF-
SA.  You will need 2013 federal income tax forms, 
savings account & investment records, along with 
child support & others payments you have paid or 
received.  You may use your end-of-year pay 
statements to calculate your income until you file 
your 2013 income tax forms. 

 

*Mrs. Starr in the Career Center has more infor-
mation about FAFSA.  She can be reached at 623-
435-6119 or at Teresa.starr@guhsdaz.org 

YEARBOOK  
BY PEPPER MARSHALL, YEARBOOK ADVISOR  

The Independence yearbook staff is proud to announce the 

revamping of the yearbook this year. IHS Chronicles 

(yearbook staff) has taken the task of documenting the year 

to heart with both its theme and goals.   

Considering all of the wonderful aspects of Independence, 

IHS Chronicles staff has created a theme to capture 

the progress Independence has undergone this year and 

the success we will capture in the future. The staff is hop-

ing to demonstrate the positive changes and highlight 

where Independence is headed in the future with the 

theme: Independence Refocused...Looking Forward.   

To fully represent the theme, IHS Chronicles set several 
goals. One is to capture and display as many students 
and memories from the year as possible.  Second is to en-
sure everyone who purchases a yearbook will be guaran-
teed at least three pictures in the yearbook. Thus, the staff 
is enthusiastically and creatively creating a book 
that students will treasure for years to come. IHS Year-
books are currently on sale for $60.00 (price does increase 
to $65.00 in February) in the IHS Bookstore, or you may 
order online at Balfour.com. Senior Ads and Company Ads 
are also available through February. Memories fade over 
time, but a yearbook keeps memories alive forever…buy 

an IHS 2013-2014 yearbook today 

Kaveon Moore has been named to the Arizona 
Preps preseason top 10 of basketball players in the 
class of 2015.  He is currently being recruited by 
various colleges across the country. Congratulations 
to Kaveon and come on out and support the boys 
and girls' basketball teams as they play some of the 
best teams in Arizona this season since they are in 
Division One (the highest class).  

EDUCATION CAREER ACTION 
PLANS 
BY SYLVIA RODRIGUEZ, COUNSELOR  

On Tuesday, December 3rd, a 
meeting took place at Independence for freshman 
parents to join in on planning their student’s Edu-
cation Career Action Plan (ECAP). For parents still 
wanting to help plan their student’s ECAP, individu-
al meetings during the school day can be sched-
uled with your student’s counselor.   
If your student is in Special Education, you do not 
need to attend. Your ECAP will take place during 
your IEP meeting. To find out your students coun-
selor, or to schedule a meeting, please call (623)
435-6100 

WRESTLING 
BY MICHAEL GRANDINETTI,  

WRESTLING  COACH  

The Patriot Wrestling program is rebuilding.  We 
have over 30 wrestlers out this year.  Lots of 
sophomores and juniors came out for the first 
time.  This will be a tough year for us but look for 
us to build a solid program and be a top level 
team in the next couple of years. Our athletes 
work very hard so please support them any way 
you can.  Home matches will be on December 
4th and December 10th. 

NJROTC NEWS 
BY REX FOSTER, NJROTC COMMAND-

Your Independence High School 
NJROTC has been very busy this 
semester. The competitive year 
started with an orienteering meet 
held in Prescott, AZ. Independence 
finished overall in 3rd place as a 
school, with our female team of Dan-
iela Cruz and Stephanie Vasquez 
placing 2nd, while our male team of 
Manny Rivera and Victor Cortez fin-
ished 4th. The next event was another orienteering 
event conducted here in the valley. Our coed team 
of Dusty Higgins and Claudia Millianes finished 3rd 
and our female team of Olga Munoz and Alicia 
Bustamante finished 3rd. Our next big event was the 
Sunnyslope High School AFJROTC Viking chal-
lenge. The cadets participated in numerous physical 
and athletic events. The cadets from Independence 
finished 3rd in the wall climb, 3rd in the marching/
Jodie contest, with an impressive 4th place in the tug 
of war. Your cadets have also provided a number of 
Color Guards and chain gangs at football games and 
assemblies. Your super star cadets also participated 
in a challenging academic contest held at Moon Val-
ley High School, finishing strongly. We all look for-
ward to an exciting second semester and finishing 
strong this school year. 

The GUHSD Governing Board and Independence High 
School principal recently recognized Independence 
High School's Achievement Above All recipients. Each 
school's event highlights the accomplishments and 
commitments of one teacher, student, support staff 
member, student group, and volunteer.  
Winners: 
Teacher: Mike Walton, Band 
Student: Emily Franco 
Support Staff: Amy Bojorquez, Attendance  
Student Group: Cross Country 
Volunteer: Teresa Cromer 

ACHIEVEMENT ABOVE ALL WINNERS 
BY ROBERT AMBROSE, PRINCIPAL  


